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READER. 


Mongſt ſo many diſagree- 


the Holy Scriptures, a Cer- 
tain Method of diſcove- 
ring which 15 the True, cannot be unwel- 
com, eſpecially to Doubting Minds. And 
becauſe Dr. Sherlock has writ botb 
Learnedly and Fully upon this Subjeft, I 
bere preſent. the Reader with hrs Me- 
 thod, which is fo Welkgrounded, and 

truly Satisfaftory , that I am confident 
twill be both a Gomfort and Inſtruttion to 
the Greateſt Part of this Nation. ' Tis 
deliver d bere in Dialogue, /o-to be the 


Az more- 


ing- Interpretations. of 


-__ , 


$- - To theReader. | 

- more Plain and Pafe - Thr Srudent 
poſes bis Doubts, and defires or a A 
Th Door lays brferr ” a ſure Me- 
thod.for the Eftablifbing hi ah Trath, 
and making /ou 4 f Chriſt, 
and that in 7's very Words if ge Sher- 
lock, | as extant an bis 'Writings- upon 


this Suhjed. Utere & Fruere. 
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Crs, Big. rrtfore ctr Otod Ouch fic I CRP 


—_ 
| aller Sf tn Comie 
from dges 1 nove of te Prophets which gs Fenced 
it, nor have we.any other certain way of 


knowing this, but by the Revelation Chriſt hath — 


velations God hath made of his Will z. 5. &/ 


Fol. 2. 


Fol. 754 


—_ 


| (4) 

isina confuſionof Names, in adoubtful and ambiguousuſt of 
Words, eſpecially in matters of Religion, which 
Revelation, and muſt be judg'd by the Authentic and public 
Records of inſpir'd Men. yp 

Srad.. Altho, Sir, 1 grant there is too much Truth ( the 
more is the pity) in what you ſay ; yet you have not ſatisfied 
my laſt Queſtion: For thoſe Learned Men { before ſpoke of 
confels/as much as you ſay, and therefore in all their Debares 


by yt they all pretend torely upon, and to be guided 


Pablic and Authentic Records of thoſe inſpir'd Men 
compoſed the Scriptures z and yet they all differ, and 
that very. materially. | 

Dog. em _—_ + ny 
nothing the ſound of words, rom thence 
uncouth /dea's as are fitted to the meanneks of theirUnderſtand- 


We may underſtand neceſſary Cauſes from neceſlary 
Effefts, and neceſlary Effefts from neceſſary Cauſes: If we 
ſve a Fire, we know it burns ſomething ; and if we fee Smoke, 
we may conchude there is forne Fire : But where the 
Connexion of the Effet with the Cauſe is not- 


Pleas'd to tell us : This is the Caſe here. - Chriſt's in- 
— — and all that he did and Gffer'd for os, is the 
pure of God's free Grace, and the dehign of his un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom and Counſel, and therefore none can un- 
derſtand the Reaſon and Contrivance of but He that lay 
in his Father's Boſom, and thoſe who learn from him, 


Sead. But 


(5 
Sead. But, with yoar pardot, &r, in your tate-Diſcorrſe 
about # Fudy e Comproverſie, | tell j . 6-'T to 
teach men to ah withour Ns alin He exc them 
not or w Y 13: | 
dens Tos tas me therefore 


eligion-to the meanneſts of 
l'of our Savior & defac'd Fol. 2 


Underſtanding 
fitting the /dex's of R 
ing, Fc. the 


and Paradoxes 


had been weary; but it 
right, or at beſtcould never have been ſecure we had. 


Stud. And 


Fol. 36. 


(6) 
Stud.” And Ck o fied eat been much the better for 

ring, us rm) we muſt 
ng gy TT 

on of that I to you, "we d 
with the whole DoCftrin of the Goſpel, unleſs we heartily be- 
lieveit, and obey all thoſe Revelations Chriſt hath made, we 
know him not. 

Stud. I'beg your pardon, Sir, for this needleſs trouble. I 
now folly apprehend you mean no more than this: That be- 
a_ the Senſes always give information to the Underſtand- 

» which afterwards calls in the afliſtance of the Judgment, 
n= I This! - on its pooping. eng co4 yr matter 
tothe Will, w all itt execution z You do allow-the 
_ of cartioderfinaliie +6 accept of all informations about 

from the 'Se har poſſibly age Ber Arr cngyom * 
yy Sight, as of Chriſt's Miracles; or 
Chrift's Dofrins; but you exclude the Underſt '7 = 
from prying into the Rationality of either thoſe Afracles or 
Do&trms, leſt for .' rant of being able 20 fir-the tre Jdee's 
thereof toour narrow Underfivadiing we ſhonlddeſtroy our 
Faith, and new coyrrand ſet up other 1de#'s of Religion, 'fit- 
tedto the meanne of 'our Underſtandings ; bat that having 
heatd thoſe Revelations we ſhould heartily believe 


_ — mor chan > woman ing 


our Underſtandings. 1nfewer words, 
may ny at nt to weigh and ater er he a of the 3s. 
tives, "WHY 1 believe, but not to pry intothe reaſonableneſs 
of the matter WHAT [ believe ; matters of our Belief 
above oor And for this reaſon it is, as Lap- 


prehend, oo at firſt told me that matters of Religion 


and' muſt be judged by the” public 
of inſpir'd men. 

"But however, Iam not:yet much nearer a reſolution of my 
firſt doubt, than 1 was ar firſt * For ſince, as 1 obſerved be- 
fore, the Scriptares are ſuch pablicand Authentic Records of 
inſpir'd men, and all men pretend to believe them hear- 
tily, I find that men may have recourſe to Them, and 
yet 


" (29, 
yet differ machia their dex's of Religion Pray whence hap- 
n mens fancies are polleſt.w 

of whateyer they look an appears of the ſame 
and wherewith their minds are already 

a man ſick of the Tanadiſe, or thatlooke throogh. & 

Glaſs, who ſeeseyer PLING. of the ſame Colour that hi Eye 
or GlBgire it A ey at beryoyr and Alle 
res res,. are y ap to ir purpoſe ; 
AT par word aundoothe of their wn Fancies,. ir 
isno leſs than a Demonſtration that is the meaning of the 
Spirit of God; Dogs cedaneey Leen: ap re doth 
mightily confirm in their paoey AS 
hepa ſerial he one arti- 


Ne Alegre hs of on Sr, ape all 
A compoſito Liryc oye to the 
conn CN Cement oe gs their ownBrain z and thus the minds 
of ag CIR Word: and Phraſes, —_ the Scripture 
to ſerve m new-fangl'd Conceit in Religion. . The 
ſt and. xtravagant Opinions that eyer were yet vented 
under the nagieof have pretended the Authority of 
Scripture for their But. this.is no wonder, w 
wecoplider that men firſt contrive their Religion, and poſleſs 
their Fancies thorowly with their private Opinions ; and 
then read Scripture, md ao atber CO (han to. find ſome- 
i agaets ro Fea yen their own Conceits : For 
$9104 gg and by the help of a 
lating i yr f any thing. men 
5g upon Ed. and Phy ts, Alluſions , as 
pry iron for their ound their Religion on 
obſcure Tex, or myſtical Interpretations of plain Texts, and 
5c ſome arbitrary Diſtinftions and Limitations, 
- RP. Parapbraſes, by cartailing of Texts, or ira 


like 


Wor and Comma's, or ſeparating ſingle Sentences £0 the 
ho Diſcourſe, make the Scripture ſpeak #heir Senſe, 

wp as the Bell: ring what every Boy will have them: 
ich i9to deal with the Scripture (as Irezeus obſerves) c- 


ith Schemes ad | noynet rol. gge 


; . 


($) 
u a man 
artificial 


make ſo many Books ſo different and contrary to each 
other from the various Compoſition of Twenty-four Let- 


Scripture in 
Fe 


the Analogy of Faith. If they can find any words in Sri 
which chime to the Tune of their-private Conceits, w 

ever conſidering the Uſe of the words in thoſe places where 
they arefound, they clap their own Senſe on them, and then 
hay Penne very ſelid and ſubſtantial Proofs. 

But how for me to know and di ſh when this is 
done, and when not, yqu have not yet told me: Therefore 
befeech you, Sir, bend yqur endeavors that way ; for hitherto 
you have but increas'd the Miſt. 

Dot. When this way fails, they take another courſe with 
Metaphors and Similitudes, to make them ſerve their purpaſe, 
without any regard to the End for which they reuſed p- 

tha. Sir, 


of oy how ſhoald 1 -do "to" noe" Which re in the 
"Doft: 17 men be at's 2 take Serpear phraſe jand Fl 26 
they pleaſeupomthem, we 


pat what ſenſe | 
nr tro ploy genre phr henry 
"Stud: —_—Y Sir: andſach © Trhitr 45 this Wofal 
and much-to- en Sd 36. -Thar 


SE 


y Underſtanding alone, in the 
ſteries of Religion, leſt Iſhovld » Ma Religions bg 


#* 


Fol. 144. 


= or my ur Ny oueres 
ching, it. ſcems, cams, oro me tomy 
And your intimating w-me, That I muſt firſt have 
tree Ide's of Religion, before 1 undertake the Expoſition of 
the Scripture, puts me in mind of your. reprov'd 
way of no tbe Church by the Scripeures, and the Scriptures 
by the Church: For if to obtain => true Senſe of ——_— I 
mult have. gn. uae of Religion, and the Ana- 


natare. - 
Ny ans toextricate your if out t of theſe Doubts, 
is yp onoes WWenkm-pne-do-euen of Gln or 
not 


Stud, This, Sir, is wougniuin, at leaſt to. me: for 
if | could cextainly wy Qoeliion would be at an 


DoZ.. The Union of every particolar Chrſtizn to-Chriſt, 
is by means of their Union. zo the Chriſtian Church: The 
Charch isthe Jer: mus hg Chriſt, and every Chriſtian _ 


- EE, pn Os 


and ES =E RIST 


Stud. I 


(rx) 
fuller for isSirm, amd/roſe apa for ba jufifearin, ha 

e n 10r a 
Member of Chriſt's Gets, Bo all Chriſtians, of what 
_ Set ſoever, ſay at leaft that they believe fo 


NN, But I have told you before, That altho' we be 2c- x, 11. . 
quainted with the whole Do@rin' of the Goſpel, unleſs we 
—_ believe it, mens, oo te thoſe Revelarions Chriſt 
hath made, we know him nor. John 1. 4. He that ſaith be know- 
eth him, and keepeth not Mo Chnontzadatant; is a Lyar, and the 
Truth is not in bias. 
Stxd. Al this tos every one at leaft pretends to do; and 
therefore I do befeech you, withour more Ts 


me, How I may certainly know when I art 4 Hember 
or not; ot er Ip9I0 00G: laden 


. Dodt. Why thenin 
ep Hypo, ml as well asof ſincere Chriſtians 


oaly, and tht alt? you fo v5 they therefore main- 
tainit to be 

Dott. T 
isevident from the 14h 
in the firſt 


R—_ know what 
SE Wn 
we can A- 
rag 3] 
os at e 
RG, Sr nw piece of Pilot 
2 pay 


us 7 nt was ww 
ſenſe can naar frowey 
of Chriſt? For its wot 


bide-in 
how Wc can be inthe 
the Pre joe Chriſt be in-Ur 5 whi 


v Cheb, ch, mich Fe mate fo 1467 


. . 


(12) 
y, Called Penetration of Dimenſions: And that our fruitfal- 
pi ſhould depend upon ſuch an Union to the Perſon of Chriſt, 
isas.hard tomy underſtanding as all the reſt, _But if-by be 
that abideth in me, we underſtand the Chriſtian Church, he who 
makes a publicand viſible Profeſſion of Faith in me, and conti- 
nues in Society with thoſe who do: ſo, and by 7 in him, the 
Chriſtian Dotrin, both the Senſe and-Reaſon of it is' very 
evident. The Senſe is this: That Church which owns my 
Dottrmand Religion, is the true Vine; and all you, who make 
a public Profeſſion .of Faith in me, and live in Communion one with 
another, are the Branches m this Vine, and whoever of you con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt in this Profeſſion and Communion, and do not 
only make a viſible Profeſſion of Faith in me, but ſuffer, my 
DoCtrin and Precepts to dwell and abide-in you, to govern 
your Will and Aﬀections, and to direCt your-Converſation in 
the World, all ſuch of you will be very fruitful in 
Works: for without ſuch a fincere-and hearty -belief of 
2 it is impoſſible you ſhould do any thing that is 
E 
. Stud, In the beginning you ay, When Chriſt ſpeaks in the 


Grin a0 eg phy gn ennng Jen 
r = : | Aron 
our Savior ſai For miles go ecedenetkings he ata maven 
of his Church t00; and then the ſenſe, as you-obſerve, will be 
very plain, that out of the Church -we can do nothing. But you, 
by your Phraſes, towards the latter-end, chave made the mar- 
ter {0 abſtruſe and dark again, by deſcribing the Church by 
the Trath of Doftrin, and then making /the. Fruitfulneſs of 2 
Chriſtian todepend upon the Sinceriry of ſuch Doftrin ; when 
how to know ſincere Dodrin is the very lon in hand ; That 
I ſuppoſe you are not willing to be . Pray, Sir, be 
more clear and parti 


Dot. To abide in Chriſt, is to be the embers of bis viſible 
Church; and becauſe many who be ſo, do not much credit 
their Profeſſion, ſince to diſtinguiſh. all true Chriſtians from 
ſuch Hypoeritical Profeſſors, he £And 1 in-you ;, that is, my 
#0rd: abide in you, Ver. 7. If wy Dodtrins and Prevepts take 

faſt 


(13) 
faſt hold of your wills and affeftions, they will ma 
fruitful in-good Works, © Ty. on 
Hence you ſee that the Union of particular Chri #9 Fol. 150+ 
Chriſt, conſiſts intheir being United ro the Chriſtian pr 
Stud. 1 thank you, Sir, 1 do; and if I underſtand you 
right, I perceive, that if 4 man be notunited in the ſame pub- 
lic Profeſſion and Communion with the viſible Chriſtian Church, he 
can have no relation at all to Chriſt, and by conſequence cannot 
be a Chriſtian. But I underſtand further, that if heEdo own 
and publicly profeſs the DofFrin of the Church, he i in Chriſt ; 
i.e. he is a Member of the Chareb; altho', if he play the 
 Hypocrit" in fo doing, and do not believe in his heart, 
what he 
M. 


profeſſeth with his mouth, Chriſt is not in 


Do. You apprehend me right , and therefore, when we ;.,, 
divide and ſeparate from the Church, we are broken off from 
Chriſt, as a Branch is from the Vive; we are then like a Build- 
ing whoſe Stones fall aſunder, and deſtroy the whole Build- 


I1#08. k 

S ens. So that Hypocriſie 'only, that” is, their dwbelief ir: 
heart of: the Dottrins of 'the Church, makes men not” diſconti- 
nue being Members of the Church, altho' they are but dead 
and rotten eembers ;, but open Oppoſition to, and Diſavow- 


I;Te 


ing of thoſe Dottrins, lopps them off from that a 
Do&#. True : ThusSt. ſoſto _ 
That the Apoſtle, todifi Schif : 
and if they were God's Bni - they muſt, not be zorn aſun- 
der, for then they ere nger's BI 3 were 
God's Hiubandry, they maſt not be O_o other, 
aged and in by Unity and 


ar- Fol. Is I's 
\ 


Fol. 163. 


bend, We t ez He the Shepherd, We the Sheep; He the 


—_ " 


(14) * 
muſt be firmly wed tothe Head; He is the Foundation; We 
the Build; He the YVine, We the Branches z He the Hufe 


Way, We thoſe whoare to walkin that Way ;, Weare a Spiri- 
tual Te , He indeed it is whodwells in us ; He is the Firſt- 
barn, We his Brethren; He the Heir, We Fellow-beirs with 
him 3 Hethe Life, We thoſe who live by kun z Hethe Refur- 
reftion, We thoſe who riſe with bimz He the Light, We 
thoſe whoare enlightened by him. All theſe Metaphors de- 
ſcribe the neareſt and cloſeſt Unionof Chriſtians to each other, 
and of all ta Chriſt, who will not admit of the {aſt diſtance 
and /eparariom. $0. that ( according to the ſenſe of this Holy 


you 
Fatizon) 1s the ouly 
. hence | conceive 


comes that. 


1 _ | 

DoS. Chriſt now governs his Church by 24&r, whaare in- 
veſted with Hb a furhiry; which isa php Demonſtration 
of what Tdiſtourgd above, That the Vzzon of particular Chri- 
ftians to Chriſt, is by their Union with the Chriſtian Church, 
£ which 


: (18) 
which conſiſts in their regalar SabjeHon to their G aides 
a— and in =z and wnjty among ft rem | foppoſed, 

| Bur, Si, ſup ty as may 'be well 
ſince even in our own days we have Fan £5 ſome tur- 
bulent, , and rſons, laying a confident claim 
to the Spirit of Chriſt, ſhould oppoſe es elves tothe /3ſoble 
Chriſtian Church, and ſtify maintaining the Church to have 
grofly Erred, ſhould preach up Themfelves to bethe only Fol- 
lowers of Chriſt 


bers arecut off from the me Gt conſiſt in caſting ſuch 
ont of the Society ay in 
oth from the Communion of 


of words, waocy, that not 
you bave not excluded them ey _ 7 Ing 
with Chriſt, becauſe they will 

ech whizhcr ic lifterh, = aſl 


ſincere 


Dot. Thoſe public Cryſwe whereby rotten or dead Mem. 21557 


a ths Pre Fol. 353« 


w In 
for every man toregett x by wn nd ra ng rags 
Selogpion, or any ST peace and quiet of his wt: 


_ Pray Sir ſpend a tine to make that evident, 
tho' you need not de prolix Wye bits ao 


it ſeems to carry Truth. irs face. 


methinks, at firſt appearance, 


* 
Dott. Not 
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may eaſily 

Re aſſiſtance 
gf Revelation, or the private nina $2 

the Spirit: But 

then 


(17) 
-—0 what need is there of the Teſtimony of the Spirit at 
= _- 

DoZ. The Teſtimony of the Spirit concerns the general 
Adoption of Chriſtians for the Sons of God ; not to teſtific 
proc yokogng ny mgaye br 
le z that is, it is not a provare, but a public Teſti 
given to the whole Chriſtian Church ; That Holy Spirit which 
God beſtowed upon the - Apoſtles, and Primitive Chriſtians, 
which enabled them to work Miracles, and to ſpeak Langua- 
ges which they had never learnt, and to Propheſie, was a 
plain Argument to all the World, that God now owned the 
Chriſtians, not the Jews, for his choſen and elett People, for his 
Sens and Children. And this was the great Diſpute of thoſe 
days, Whether Fews or Chriſtians were the Sans of God ? 
Whether God now owned the Fewiſbor the Chriſtian Relagion ? 
And the Apoſtles decide this Controverk ,: by the Teſtimony 
of the Spirit ; for God could not give a greater Teſtimony to 
the Chriſtian Church, than the Gift of the Holy Spirit ;: for 
it was-2 plain Argument that he own'd them for his Sons, when 
he beſtowed the Spirit of hs Son on them, as the Apoſtle ar- 
gues, Gal..3. 2. Recei the Spirit by the works of the Law, 
or by the hearing of Faith ? That is, - Did God beſtow" his 
Spirit on you while ye were Fews, or upon your Cont» 
verſion. to C—_— For if God beſtowed his Spirit 
only on Chriſtians, this is a ſufficient Seal to the Chriſts- 
an Religion. | th ha "Ys 2 \»: 

This is very plain res wes the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit aſſures us, That all ians ere the Sons of - God, 
and Heirs of his Promiſe, and every. man's own Conſcience 
- will tell him whether he be a Chriſtian, that is, whether he 
( ſubmits to the Doltrin and Laws of the Church) heartily: be- 
lieves and $ the Goſpd of .Chriſt : - And herein conſiſts 
onr Union to Chriſt, and Fellowſhip with him. - Let-us then 
leave thoſe other dim Notions to men who can believe what 
no man can underſtand, who deſpiſe. every thing that can be 
underſtood, as if it were no better than carnal reaſon. 


D Stud. Your 


- 


Fol. 339. 


crs) 

: Sd. Your Advice is good ;- but inaſmuch as the Knowledg 

of the General C briſtian Church is ſo abſolur orgy bob ny 
Ro truly what the Dotirins of are, 

you to acquaint me, What the Church @, and the Nature of 
the Union between Obriſe and the Chriſtian Church ? 

Do. To explain then further to you, and more particu- 

dariys! the nature of this Union berween Chriſe and the Chriſtian 

which is not a Nataral, but a Political Union \, that is, 

ch a Unions between Prince ad hinSajcs: Chriſt is 


Union r0 Chriſt incur belief of hisRevetaions, Obe 


dience to his Laws, roy monary Authority,” as Obe- 
dience to our Prince is the Bond of a Political Uni- 
ro: oa, paar rrp by Difevediexcs and- Re- 


But you muſt obſerve further, That tho” Chriſt be our 
Lordand Governor, , he doth not gorern us imondiarly by hm 
nel Boren 41 nar Sr ven, where he 


raemooaned 7 we 
rl afar, tba (gut 
wal Condul# und Government of his 20-Biſbops 20d 


Paſewrs', who prefide in his Name," and by his e/farke- 


Stad. Thisis comfortable Dodrin 3 for if Chriſt @« 
too, and by _w_ 


airs , 'tis beyond 


nn 

mdz. . Burthis comes little .of ivy | 
: Setbea have hc ul of fr the Cato and 
which Slluihates toi? | ue 


DoZ. If 


@ 


'Do#. If our Union to: Chriſt conſiſts in-our ſabjcttion 
him our Leu and Maſter, our Friend and Huchand ;'and 
this Authority be not immediately exerciſed by Chriſt himſelf, 
| but-by the Biſbops/and Paſtors of the Church; it neceſſarily 
follows, that we cannot. be united to Chriſt,*that is,” cannot 
own his Authority and Government, till we unite our ſelves 
OC ILES Societics of —_—_ rrfigry oe 
licinſtruttions, Authority and Diſcipline Church 'as 
no man can be ſaid to. ſubmit himſelf to his Privce, whodeies 
ſubjeCtion to thoſe Subordinate trates, who a& by 
Prince's Commiſſion; for ric (hack an the Chris 
an Church is) conſiſt in Order and Government, when all the 


-Members their and are knit to each 
exher by » fd X 


ther args of heir ſeveral Offices an 
-d/"fe tat, X | unkerant yourighs, if ny Sidoper 
ace; Cana wo ſuite 00 way" Dacia 


— Law then .of- the Church, he 
bow from the Church, and by confuenc 


King) 0069p of i, dats pes nd pſi? Ee: 
wn Stud. well : they _rtrpeaan Rot anarag 


DoS. Now as it is in. an Army, ſhould 
WA, | the Gouldiers wander his Com 
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Stud, Sir, you told me before, That unleſs we believe the 
Whole Dofrin of the Goſpel, and obey all thoſe Revelations 
Chriſt hath made, we know him not ; and that no Chriſtian 
can be united to Chriſt, but by means of his being united to 
the Viſible Church ; and that when we divide and ſeparate 
from the Church, we are broken off from Chriſt, as a Branch 
is from the Vine, You have told me further, That Chriſt 
will not admit of the leaſt di/rarce or. ſeparation ;, and that our 
Umion to the Chriſtian Church conliſts in our regular ſubjeftion 
toour Spiri tual Guides and Rulers, and in Concord and Uni- 
ty amongſt our ſelves. And hence I ſuppoſe St. Arbaraſmoin 
his Creed, after having told us, 'that Whoſoever will be\ſaved, 
muſe believe the Holy Catholic Faith; adds, Which Faith unleſs 
we keep Whole and U we ſhall witbout doubt periſh everlaſt- 
ingly. So that 'tis plain, the dividing from the Church, -and 
renouncing any one DoCtrin of Hers, is what-yon call Apoſta- 
rizing from the Faith. Now, ſince the means and mark of 


our Ugion to Chriſt, is our ſubmiſſion to the public InſtruQi- 
ons, Anthority, and Diſcipline of the Church z andſince-b 
reaſon of Chriſt his Interceſſion for, 'and vigil Shpes. 


inten over the Aﬀairs of the Church, it will be very:diffi- 
cult to ſuppoſe the whole Church can err: it will be i this way 
of Reaſoning, no difficult matter to diſcover Schiſmatics,with- 
out _ omen to COIs _ For Ta any one 
time, be it when it will, it happened: that'the whole Yi/ible 
Chrifhan Church made one wniform Profeſſion of Faith, and fb 
arms ng oa Ar and 'Government, it muſt-neceſ- 

larily follow,thatThat —_ Viſible Church was ChriſÞs rrue 
Spouſe; and that all who lived in to the Dodtrinand 

iſcipline of- that Church, were trze (Members: &f 'Chriſt's 
Body, or that there were then no true Chriſtians in theWorld: 
hecauſe there being no poſſible Union/to @hriſt; but by means 

anUnion tothe Viſible Church, whea! thete::is no ſuch/Vi- 


iible Ghurch- to be united/to, there cannot 'poſlibly:beany 
Ugion to-Chriſt. Uponthe w therefore: b under- 
ſtapd fully from you, that when Schjfms and Dvvifions ariſe in 
the Churc » It BB 


looking back to the beginning of that Se- 
paration, 


- 


(21) 


As y par- 
| poncnren Churches, per hearty 
for your plainzeſe and perfpicnity herein, and think my ſelf infi- 
nitly oblig'd to-you for-your laſtruftions..._ 
Ddtt.. } have theſet at-large, becauſethey 
are toocommonly miſtaken..:, Oup Vnion: to Chriſt bath been 
repreſented as a Ridale, and Myſtery, which no body can un- 
decſiand; the perfelt Knowledg of which muſt be reſerv'd 
for the next World, or coming of Elias ;- and the miſtakes 
abort ithave had @-bad_ influenec: upon all;RELIGION, not 
enly'to confopnd theNotions, hyp ta debanch the Practice of 
it yk Theſamof what I have. _ That: Ord, _ 
etaphors repreſent: ous iQ £0 e 
on vive Sv with the Chriſtian Church, and our ſincere 
pradtice of the Chriſtian Religion, when we joyn in Commu- 
ion with the Church of Chriſt, Relive bn 


Subjettion 
p—_— itnal.Govemons, _ matual of alk 
© tia Of | When Fam eng © a kgs the. Goſpel, 


—_ a conbey the lunar our common $avior, then we are wi- 
 fbly united toChriſt, as Subjets to their Prince, and Mem- 
'bers to their Head; "and when this Profeſſion is. fincere-and 
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"Tang the one-isa ſhew;\the.other is what 
Ns Nah Mae $a Cari entitles us to his 
ory and Providence, ©o the Influences of AEEn, 
' tothe Power of his Interceſſian, transforms/us into 
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(22) 
Send. Itmay ſo; and truly the) more I reflect. it, the 
ny of rs preſent: Age char mheh Dd, © 5 and. obſei 
; that when God, ont, of fis.4 


on _—_ —_— 
and to plant a Fiſh Chaves, as hea yo mg: our: being 
writed to bim ; men ſhould delight to go aſtray, and depart from 
thoſe paths of Trath whereiathe Propherrells us, 1ja; 95-8. 
fools notloſe their way. 

Dot. Why . 1 with thoſe men would ſeriouſly conſi 
der it; whb boaſt. ſo much their Union to Chriſt, and yet 
nnapery Sa" v7 oe thouſand btrle F atbions, tear the' e Afem- 
ered te fe Body from 'eachggtber,: whil'ſt they: to be 

to the Head, make ew Encloſures in the ry and 
ineyard of God ; and when Chriſt bath' broken downi-che 
mide Wallof Partition, and made Jews and Geiriles but One 
Church, do naw ereft more Partition-walls in the Chriſties, 
thanever were it Temple. j/ 
Tpoarifre _ '1 and 


i enfros and may be made plain toeyery man, — 
common Underſtanding of a man, without Byaſs or 


150 


Intereſt ; who olloumd. the In/eruitions of the' Ledrned : 
1/9 ns it plats, if Learned Men by 
it, and\che Unlearned may be 

TAG © w (Tar war it. Thus Mathematical Demon- 
ar dana plain ; for if a Demonſtration be not 

na, nothing is 3 but yet it is not every man can underſtand 
without a Teacher : Nitgb prionnoyeroar mob —_—_ 


cy Cho fend 10 te ſtruc of of a grey rn 
| po mann a os. 6.0 & buſineb it 
Pty fo Scripenres themſelves, intioneb mer, 


ed. [cry you, mercyy- Sir :: a defore ire, ee 
Fs gat big wth hat you 


in whe wt it is as much as his Soul is 
worth 


(24). 
worth to Judge right: mad oc v9 pole Faith, and mar = 
munion w wenn, without oſt and necefli ary Cauſe: els 
a-Hereticand a Schiſmatic, liable to the Cenſurts of 
in this World, and the Vengeance of -God in the Worldtg, 
come. 

Stud. But why do youay private Chriſtian F, 
for himſelf ? If you. had uſed the voce May Fuage, We.) I 
have then underſtood 'it:thus ; That becauſe 'God ath 
man a freedomof Will, ſo that it is'now iti than's 6 
to chooſe the wrong, therefore 'a man may (as kiviy tn] 

power only) Judge for himſelf, and Judge amiſs; to the loſs of 
his Soul, as you add z but your uſing the word MUST, Bubres; 
rar man = dorhavin poin of np rh 
ora man an w 
out, Scion ga not do-in RY on 
be, .that a man in this 


(25) 
x matter. of this grear moment, and tell me, 
,- or pumber of Biſhops, ſhould | 
the receiv'd Determinations of 
be then done, and what Order of 
(RE 


f thets a per 


appointed i in 


Catbolic Church is One Body, One Saciery, One Hauſhold Viadication of 


and Family, One Kingdom. 


fp mn of Biſhop in his Dioceſe is not ſo ab/olate 2": S*illing- 
of v7 Bit i th 


is dound to preſerve the Unzy 
oh Hcopacy, and to live in Communion with his, Colle 
and Feltow-Bilhops: For this is the Foundation of 
Communion, without Beaton Md or und 
thisis the Foundation of thoſe greater Combinationsof 
ches, and that Authority, which is regularly exerciſed _ 
particular Biſhops hy their Coll 


Sead.” } am enquiring only after the Duty of Chriſtians and 
> ifatior their. Rulers and Paſtors ; and Xt have given me 


aCton herein Asto ou have f 
their Gary of Una he Fe Church; wg 

Sifpr.r00 wow tos ther ch nile $appprbed 

of thr Adh and that this Car > Ones ith Fad 
cnar 


\ 0g is regularly exerciſed over particu- - 
Ctrnd Rn. Now, inaſmuch as the words 
{Powe wnd] and 


Auer. pies yg ay, impart an Ob. 
elit to 
sto ſubmit tothe. 


of particular Bi- 
ferve Carbolic Unity ; but w 


of their Coles, ad bpprs: 


I grant, ng 

- other Obligation on them,, but.the Senſe F. ; for [ 

donot find that ever Mit. Jetty inſtituted Peadl and, Bloody 

Lawsto compel Submiflion in. the Chriltian ch; but as 

God created man a free Agent» {a our Savior im at, his 

Aﬀfcenſion. Burt, - How is that Authority whi - 
tegnes have over lyex 


its 36s 


Riſhaps re 
Dots. The whole Authority of 2 y mY Council ques 0- Page 124+ 


ther Biſhops, is founded on the Laws of Carbolic 
which'is great end it { and therefore they have ng 
proper Authority, buronly 'in fuch matters as concern the 
| | Unity 


%. 


- Page 155. 


(26) 
Unity of the Epiſcopacy, or the Peace and Communion of the Ca- 
tholic Church: Again, this Unity of. the ry 2 4 is the 
Foundation of theſe larger Combinations and Confederacies of 
larger Churches, which make Archiepiſcopal or National Chur- 
ches: For ſince there is but One Epiſcopacy, it is highly reaſo- 


.nable and neceſſary that, fo far as it is praCticable, they ſhould 


all alt and govern their reſpeCtive Churches as Oe Biſbop, with 
One Conſent, which is the moſt effectual way to ſecure the 
Peace and -Unity of the Epiſcopal Colledee, and to promote the 
Edification and good Government of the Church, Nay, this 
Unity of the £pifapacy is. tke Foundation of that, Author; 

which Neighbor-Biſhops have over their"Collegues, in caſe 
of Hereſie and Schiſm, or any notorions Wickedneſs: For they 
being Biſhops of the Univerſal Church have an Original Right 
and Power to take care "that no part of the Church, which is 
withintheir reach and inſpeQtion, ſuffer By the Hereſie or evil 


* Pratticesof their Colleges. 


Yind. pa. 159. 
Defence 211, 


212 


A National Church is bound to maintain Catholic Communion 
with Neighbor-Churches ; and if it fall into Hereſie or Schiſm, 
Neighbor-Churches (that is, the Churches of other Nations) 
may. and ought to admoniſh and cenſure them. The Original 
Right and Power of Biſhops is in relation to the mbale Church, 
which they may reaflume when they ſee occaſion for it, and 
which obliges them to take care, as far as poſlibly they can, 
that the C of Chriſt ſaffer no i ary b7 08 eſp or evil 
Prattice:of any of their Collegues. 'Equals have no Su- 
periority over one atiother, yet aColledge hath Authority over 
any of its Colleges, © - | ha 

Stud. Sir, you bavetaken a deal of pains, and1 thank 
apt he one Q_ more, and 4 ppm cr 

a Colledge of Bj ve this, *ty over particular Bj- 
once exerted into Praftice, makes it ſufficiently evident, over 
& above whathath been before obſerved, when any differences 


hax neft Biſhops, whois in the Right, and whois inthe 
Wrox, noghtitndng all waar yr obſtinacy of ſuch 
roneon Biſhops, But ſuppoſe, et ch ole, the 


6 


ipline, under the regule- 
| Stud. Iam now (atisfied that the Churcb, by what you have 


ſaid, isan Orgeniz'd Body, under a Viſible Polirs- 
cal Government, and that out of Cnc 
there is no Union to Chriſt, that is, no Salvation, and will not 
venture to drive the Argument further, leſt it ſibuld, aslam 
almoſt confident it will, centre in downright | "£9, -"*M 
mm gbarne gr a any Princi purge ever [ have _ Lins one {BE 
tained againſt Diſſenters give any advantage to ; —_ 
would certainly conclude them to befalſe, _— _ Fs 
le at all torenounce them : For that which is falſe cannot fol- '**5* 
ow from that which is true; and how great a humiliation ſo- 
"__ this were, a man might diſpute heartily againſt Pope- 
ry ſtill. | | 
Srud. How, Sir / However becoming it ay ONE 2 _ of 
that Integrity you pretend to, to na Tru argu- 
mentatively maintain'd, for the ſake of a Concluſion you have 
cheriſhed a preconceiv'd hatred for, let the World jui It 
is certain you have imbib'd ſome Norrons and 1dea's of Religi 
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by often expoling your Slight, ang. vr. 
zyQur will even then be this, that 
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pms 7m NREIR willnat be al wry 
Aud fa farewell 4 ways found ix the wrong. 


